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Passing Plays   [18] 

______________________________________________________ 
 

Complete or incomplete: 

[1] Award catch but no advance if replay reverses incomplete to catch.  

{26}{27}{28}{39} 

[2] Officials rule incomplete.  Replay may rule catch and fumble.  {29}{31} 

 a.   Ball given to recovering team if in immediate continuing action. 

[3] Incomplete pass if airborne receiver loses ball when landing.  {30} 

[4] Touchdown if airborne receiver lands on one foot maintaining possession.  {33} 

[5] Incomplete if receiver loses ball going to ground in process of catch.  {32}{34} 

 a.   Receiver may be ruled to have caught ball if several steps taken inbounds. 

 b.   Ruling same if contacted by an opponent while going to ground. 

[6] Complete when lands inbounds and maintains control when landing out of 

bounds.  {35} 

[7] Incomplete if heel-toe or toe-heel at sideline unless foot dragged or a delay.  

{36}{37} 

[8]   Complete when one foot inbounds followed by second foot out of bounds.  {38} 

 a.   Same ruling if receiver hit after foot hits out of bounds. 

 

Pass controlled by airborne receiver at pylon: 

[1] Incomplete pass if airborne receiver touches ball while touching pylon.  {40} 

[2] Incomplete pass if contacting pylon at same time foot lands inbounds.  {41} 

 a.   Illegal touching if pass touched by airborne receiver after touching pylon.   

 

Receiver near sideline and catches pass: 

[1] Official rules did not step out of bounds before catch but did.  {42} 

 a.   Result is an illegal touching foul. 

[2] Official rules stepped out of bounds before catch but did not.  {43} 

[3] Official rules stepped out of bounds before catch but replay shows shoved.  {44} 

[4] Official rules out of bounds by contact but replay shows no contact.  {45} 

 

Forward/backward pass: 

[1] Officials rule backward pass forward and incomplete but Team B recovers in 

immediate continuing action.  {46} 

 

Passer beyond neutral zone: 

[1] Entire body must be beyond neutral zone.  {47} 

 

Illegal forward pass: 

[1] After change of team possession.  {48}{51} 

[2] One or two forward passes from behind neutral zone.  {49}{50} 

  



 

Touching a legal forward pass: 

[1] May rule pass touched by Team B if pass interference called.  {52} 

[2] May rule pass not touched by Team B if official picks up flag.  {53} 

[3] May rule pass touched by Team B before illegal touching called.  {54} 

[4] May rule pass touched but not intentional touching by ineligible receiver.  {55} 

 

Not reviewable: 

[1] Severity of contact when official rules pass receiver shoved out of bounds.  {56} 

[2] Backward pass ruled forward and incomplete if ball out of bounds between goal 

lines.  {56a} 

 a.   Replay may get involved if ball goes out of bounds in end zone. 

[3] Ineligible receiver downfield or catches pass, not even under egregious rules.  

{57}{58} 

[4] Official ruling intentional grounding from behind neutral zone.  {59} 

[5] Penalty distance or spot of enforcement.  {60} 

 a.   Incorrect down  may be corrected during series of downs. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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